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Case study: “Chintz: A Global Story. The Karun Thakar Collec  on”
Karun CollecƟ on/East Japan Culture FoundaƟ on
ExhibiƟ on catalogue, merchandise and Ɵ ckeƟ ng.

ISBN: 978-4-7630-2516-6

Tokyo StaƟ on Gallery: 13th September – 
9th November 2025

Yamanashi Prefecture Museum of Art:  
25th April – 21st June 2026

Fukuoka Art Museum: 17th October – 
20th December 2026

Paramita Museum: 5th February – 28th 
March 2027

Otani Memorial Art Museum: 10th April 
– 27th June 2027

The images come from an extended 
shoot of Karun’s collecƟ on for a 
dedicated book on Chintz, published in 
November 2025. 

I worked closely with the Tokyo design 
team and Karun, compleƟ ng producƟ on 
in just over twelve weeks.

Posters were distributed around Tokyo, 
and will be used to adverƟ se upcoming 
exhibiƟ ons around Japan. 

Exhibi  on dates and venues

167 pages

〒400-0065　山梨県甲府市貢川1-4-27　Tel：055-228-3322 Fax：055-228-3324
https://www.art-museum.pref.yamanashi.jp/

ホームページ

カルン・タカール・コレクション Chintz A Global Story: The Karun Thakar Collection

世界をめぐる物語
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2026 
4.25 (sat)

   - 6.21 (sun)
※会期中に一部の作品を展示替えいたします。

山梨県立美術館、山梨日日新聞社・山梨放送
ブリティッシュ・カウンシル、NHK甲府放送局、テレビ山梨、テレビ朝日甲府支局、朝日新聞甲府総局、毎日新聞甲府支局、読売新聞甲府支局、
産経新聞甲府支局、共同通信社甲府支局、時事通信社甲府支局、山梨新報社、日本ネットワークサービス、エフエム富士、エフエム甲府
インド大使館　　　   日本航空　　　　　 株式会社ブレーントラスト　　　岩永悦子（福岡市美術館館長）

主催
後援

応援 協力 監修企画協力

開館時間／午前9：00～午後5：00（入館は午後4：30まで）
休  館  日／5月7日(木)、11日(月)、18日(月)、25日(月)、6月1日(月)、8日(月)、15日(月)
観  覧  料／一般1,000（840）円、大学生500（420）円　※大学生は学生証を提示

■（　）内は20名以上の団体料金、前売券、県内宿泊者割引料金
■前売券は2026年3月25日(水)～4月24日(金)まで山梨県立美術館で販売（休館日を除く開館時間内）
■次の方は無料　・高校生以下の児童・生徒（高校生は学生証を提示）
・県内65歳以上（年齢が分かるものを提示）
・障害者とその介護者（障害者手帳持参）

《赤地立木形花樹文様更紗掛布（パランポア）》（部分）18 世紀

《白地人物動物文様更紗裂》（部分）18 世紀

The paperback catalogue is for the 
touring exhibiƟ on of Karun Thakar’s 
extensive collecƟ on of chintz. The tour 
of Japan’ museums and galleries will run 
unƟ l June 2027.
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ISBN: 978-1788843454 414 pages

Chintz explores the historic 
importance of Indian printed and 
painted coƩ on texƟ les, drawing 
on the Karun Thakar CollecƟ on. 
Assembled over thirty years, the 
collecƟ on comprises over two 
hundred examples, many of which 
have featured in signifi cant museum 
exhibiƟ ons. 

With contribuƟ ons from leading 
scholars and curators, including from 
the Victoria and Albert Museum and 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art, 
this book examines the historical 
signifi cance of Indian printed coƩ ons 
and their infl uence on global trade 
from the 14th century onward, and 
includes examples found in Sri Lanka, 
Japan and throughout Europe.

A mammoth undertaking, 
cataloguing Karun’s Chintz 
collecƟ on began in 2019 
and, for this ediƟ on at least, 
completed in 2025

Chintz: The Karun Thakar 
CollecƟ on was published in 
hardback in November 2025

Case study: “Chintz: The Karun Thakar Collec  on”
Karun Thakar/Hali PublicaƟ ons



Case study: “Chintz: The Karun Thakar Collec  on”
Karun Thakar/Hali PublicaƟ ons
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Case study: “Threads of Time: A Cultural Journey”
Daniel and Dara Brewster/Hali PublicaƟ ons

ISBN: 9781898113744

Threads of Time is a journey around 
the world through the medium of 
texƟ les. In many communiƟ es, cultural 
heritage and tradiƟ ons have been 
handed down through generaƟ ons by 
texƟ le arƟ sans. 

Their beliefs, history, ceremonies, and 
tradiƟ ons have been woven into cloth 
with meaning and purpose someƟ mes 
lasƟ ng thousands of years. TexƟ les 
are special in that they can create 
narraƟ ves that are personal as well as 
eminently portable

The pages of Threads of Time illustrate 
exquisite texƟ les with locaƟ on 
photography, from historical examples 
of centuries past to extraordinary 
contemporary expressions, revealing a 
conƟ nuum of inspiraƟ on and beauty.

The sixteen chapters, covering 
regions from across the globe, feature 
contribuƟ ons from local texƟ le makers 
and experts, bringing together over 30 
voices to tell stories of cloth.

LocaƟ ons explored include: Indonesia, 
China, Vietnam and Cambodia, Laos 
and Myanmar, Bhutan, Nagaland, 
Punjab, Peru, Guatemala and Navajo 
NaƟ on.

423 pages



ISBN: 9781898113744

I became involved in this project very 
late in producƟ on. It had been decided 
the original photographs were not of 
the standard that the Brewster’s were 
happy with. As they both come from 
publishing and news backgrounds – 
Dara was the editor of ‘Life’ and Daniel 
was the CEO Time Inc, they wanted 
images of an excepƟ onal standard.

They requested quotes, with samples, 
from fabric specialists around the 
world. They chose me because of the 
quality of my imaging.

When the contract was awarded to 
me the iniƟ al deadline for print had 
passed, but they understood that a 
delay was unavoidable.

Their collecƟ on is kept in Fall River, 
MassachuseƩ s, USA. I fl ew out three 
days aŌ er winning the contract.

IniƟ ally I was engaged to shoot 
one-hundred and forty texƟ les, for 
which I had calculated three weeks 
to shoot and fi ve weeks to process. 
It soon became clear there were 
far more than agreed. In total there 
were two hundred and forty-three 
items. Although there were more 
items, shooƟ ng and processing were 
delivered on Ɵ me. 

423 pages

Case study: “Threads of Time: A Cultural Journey”
Daniel and Dara Brewster/Hali PublicaƟ ons



ISBN: 978-1-78884-249-5

From the bestselling author of All 
Good Things, England on Fire and The 
Cosmic Dance.

Stephen Ellcock’s Book of TexƟ les 
is a unique collaboraƟ on between 
bestselling author Stephen Ellcock and 
texƟ le expert Karun Thakar. 

Conceived as an inspiring vison of 
the world seen through the lens 
of texƟ les, the book features a 
spellbinding selecƟ on of more than 
two-hundred of the most signifi cant, 
extraordinary and disƟ ncƟ ve pieces in 
the collecƟ on.

“For anyone involved with 
texƟ le arts, fashion, design, or 
art—from makers to collectors, 
from students to museum 
curators—this book is an absolute 
must-have. A feast for the eyes, 
a source of inspiraƟ on, and a 
reminder of how art, craŌ , and 
imaginaƟ on are intertwined.” - NL 
Magazine

This project began in earnest in 
early 2021 with photography taking 
unƟ l early 2024. In total more than 
6,000 images were taken. The fi nal 
selecƟ on was made by Stephen and 
Karun collaƟ ng them into the various 
secƟ ons of the book.

“It is diffi  cult to leaf 
through this book without 
saying ‘wow’ over and 
over, which means this 
is defi nitely top of the 
Christmas reading list.” - 
Embroidery Magazine

257 pages

Case study: “Stephen Ellcock’s Book of Tex  les”
Stephen Ellcock/Karun Thakar/Hali PublicaƟ ons/ACC Art Books
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Case study: “Indian Tex  les: 1000 years of art and design”
Karun CollecƟ on/Hali PublicaƟ ons/George Washington Museum, The TexƟ le Museum

ISBN: 9 781898 113966

The book features items from one 
of the world’s foremost private 
collecƟ ons of Indian texƟ les, the 
Karun Thakar CollecƟ on, together with 
key pieces from two recently united 
American collecƟ ons, The TexƟ le 
Museum and the Cotsen TexƟ le Traces 
Study CollecƟ on in Washington, DC. 

The book and accompanying 
exhibiƟ on off er a unique approach 
to understanding Indian texƟ le 
culture through reference to three 
disƟ nct tradiƟ ons: abstract, fl oral and 
fi guraƟ ve design.

With essays by three leading 
internaƟ onal Indian texƟ le curators, 
the publicaƟ on’s focus on texƟ le 
ornament rather than date, region, 
usage, or technique provides new 
perspecƟ ve and scholarship on this 
ancient arƟ sƟ c tradiƟ on.

416 pages



Desmond Brambley

About me

My photographic career began in 
the fi lm era. I started freelancing 
in 1987. Two years later I joined an 
adverƟ sing studio in London working 
with blue-chip clients. I managed 
studios and labs across the UK moving 
to Ireland in 1994, where I worked as 
a journalist, writer and playwright as 
well as a photographer for a live music 
venue. I later became a cameraman 
and producer for a UK TV producƟ on 
company.

With the transiƟ on to digital in 
2008, I rekindled my passion for sƟ lls 
photography. In 2009 I refocused 
my business, exploring untapped 
photography markets. I rapidly 
built a client list across the country 
catering to anƟ que dealers. Since 
then, I have served a diverse range of 
clients including major publicaƟ ons, 
collectors, academic insƟ tuƟ ons 
and museums across the UK and 
internaƟ onally.

A lifelong interest in material culture 
has allowed me to work with artefacts 
from around the world, capturing 
their essence through photography. 
I am passionate about the ethics 
of collecƟ ons and the principles 
of decolonisaƟ on. I strive to share 
informaƟ on about artefacts with the 
public, ensuring their appreciaƟ on and 
understanding in their full historical 
and cultural context.

Clients include:

Karun CollecƟ on
Architectural Heritage
Hali Magazine
Hali Books
The Michael Franses CollecƟ on
The Crawford CollecƟ on
The Brewster CollecƟ on (USA)
The Strelitz CollecƟ on (Mexico)
The Estate of Ashley Haviden OBE 

Ins  tu  ons supplied include:

George Washington Museum and TexƟ le 
Museum (USA)
UCLA (USA)
Cambridge University
NaƟ onal Trust
DeMonƞ ord University
Haverfod College (USA)
SOAS


